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Bengal. As soon as he finished his Southern India tour he took the first op-
portunity of coming to Bengal. Mahatmaji said that he was feeling well and
he expressed confidence that he would be able to fulfil his Bengal programme.
Asked by the representative what attitude he would take if more power
was given to the transferred department and the probable date of Dominion
Status was announced, Mr. Gandhi smilingly replied:

Why should I accept a mere supposition when I know that
I can see Mr* Das tomorrow and discuss with him?

The Hindu, 2-5-1925

4.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, CALCUTTA*

May 1, 1925

FRIENDS,

I have spoken sufficiently in Hindustani and I hope that a
large part of this audience has followed my broken Hindus-
thanL It is always a matter of deep grief to me that, whenever
I go to the South or I coma to Bengal, I am obliged in order
to be able to make myself understood by my educated country-
men to speak in English. I wish that the people of the South
and the people of Bengal would rid themselves of this laziness
and make up their minds once for all to add to a knowledge
of their own mother tongue a passable knowledge of Hindi or
Hindusthani which, and which alone, can become the language
of internal commerce in India. Let English be, as it ought
to be, language of international diplomacy, the language of inter-
course between all the different nations of the world. But Eng-
lish can never usurp the function that specially belongs to Hindi
or Hindusthani. You ought to know that nearly twenty crores
of the people of India can understand my broken Hindusthani.
Let it not be said that ten crores of India want to impose their
speech or English speech on the twenty crores of India.

I have said in my opening remarks what a deep grief it
was to me this morning to enter 148 Russa Road, I know that
that house no longer belonged to Deshbandhu Das. I knew that
he contemplated making over that beautiful mansion to trustees
in order to divest himself of the last vestige of wealth that he
possessed in this world. But, man of the world, living still in the

*The meeting, held at Mirzapur Park, was attended by about 10,000
persons. Dr. P. G* Ray presided.